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3.6 
L. MINIMUM WAGE RATES 





This section contains particulars of weighted average minimum weekly 
and hourly wage rates for adult males and adult females for Australia and each 
State, together with index numbers with base : year 1954 = 100. 


20 The minimum wage is the lowest rate payable for a particular occupation, 
and for most occupations it comprises the basic wage (see page 12) and "secondary" 
wage payments, i.e. additional amounts such as margins for skill, ete., and 
loadings of various kinds. In the majority of cases such rates are prescribed in 
awards or determinations of Commonwealth or State industrial authorities or in 
agreements registered with them. Some rates are prescribed in unregistered 
agreements between employers and employees. 


ae The Minimum Wage Rate Index is based on the occupation structure 

existing in 1954. Weights for each industry and each occupation were derived from 
two sample surveys made in that year. The first was the Survey of Awards in 
April, 1954, which showed the number of employees covered by individual awards, 
determinations and agreements, and provided employee weights for each industry as 
well as a basis for the Survey of Award Occupations made in November, 1954. This 
second survey showed the number of employees in each occupation within selected 
awards, etc., in the various industries, thereby providing occupation weights. 


4. The minimum wage rates used in the index are for representative 
occupations within each industry. They have been derived entirely from represen- 
tative awards, determinations and agreements in force at the end of each period 
commencing with March, 1939, for adult males and March, 1951, for adult 

females. The index for adult males includes rates for 3,415 award designations. 
However, as some of these designations are operative within more than one industry, 
or in more than one State, the total number of individual award occupations is 2,313, 
For adult females the corresponding numbers are 1,100 and 515. By use of the 
industry and occupation weights derived from the surveys described above, these 
rates were combined to give weighted averages for each industry group for each 
State and Australia. Because of coverage difficulties the rural industry is not 
included in the index. 


5.6 Because the indexes are designed to measure movements in prescribed 
minimum rates of "wages" as distinct from "salaries", those awards, etc. which 
relate solely or mainly to salary-earners are excluded. 


6. In ascertaining from awards, etc., the wage rates for representative 
occupations, it was found in some cases that an occupation selected as representative 
in the base year (1954) did not exist in earlier years, In such cases another 
occupation with the same marginal rate of wage was chosen from the same award and 
variations in the wage rates for this occupation were taken to be representative 


for the earlier period. 


fife Since 1954 the industrial structure in Australia, and particularly in 
some States, has been undergoing a degree of change which over a period is likely 
to have some effects on the index. Generally the effect of new or expanding 
industries on the index is not Significant, because occupations in such industries 
can usually be covered by existing awards, and the wage rates for the new 
occupations conform very closely to those for existing occupations. Occasionally, 
however, an entirely new award is made tg cover a new industry, and in such cases 
occupations from the new award are introduced into the index whenever such action 
is warranted by the number of employees in the industry. By these means it has 
been possible for the occupations in the index to be kept, as nearly as may be, 
continuously representative and for a high degree of comparability to be preserved 
over a long period. 


8. Weighted averages of the components of the total minimum weekly wage rate, 
i.e, basic wage, margin and loading, are calculated separately for adult male 
employees covered by Commonwealth awards, etc., and for those covered by State 
awards, etc, 





4. 


These particulars are published in Tables 3 and 4 of this bulletin. Relevant 
definitions are as follows:- 


"Commonwealth awards, etc." include awards of, or agreements registered 
with, the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, and 
determinations of the Commonwealth Publics Service Arbitrator. 


"State Awards, etc." include awards or determinations of, or agreements 
registered with, State industrial tribunais, together with certain 
unregistered agreements, where these are dominant in the particular 
industries to which they refer. 


"Basic wage" rates are weighted averages of the weekly rates prescribed 

in awards, etc., for the occupations included in the index for each State. 
For industries other than mining, metropolitan basic wage rates have 
generally been used. However, there are a number of occupations for ; 
which basic wage rates other than the metropolitan rate are prescribed, 
Also in some States at various times, State Government employees under 
Commonwealth awards have been paid State basic wage rates, and the basic 
wage rates of some employees have been subject to automatic quarterly 
adjustments while those of other employees within the same jurisdiction 
have remained unchanged, In all such cases the basic wage rate actually 
paid is used in tables herein. For these and other reasons, the weighted 
average basic wage rates shown in the tables in this section differ, in 
the majority of cases, from the metropolitan basic wage rates shown in 
Tables 11 and 12 of Section II. 


"Margins" are minimum amounts, in addition to the basic wage, awarded to 
particular classifications of employees for features attaching to their 
work such as skill, experience, arduousness or other like factors. 


"Loadings" include industry loadings and other general loadings prescribed 
in awards, etc. for the occupations included in the index. Loadings, etc. 
that are not applicable to all workers in a specified award occupation 
(for example, those payable because of length of service; working in wet, 
dirty or confined places; excess fares incurred due to location of 
building site) are not included in the minimum wage rate index. 


9. The proportion of employees covered by Commonwealth and State awards, etc., 
varies considerably as between States. In addition, the proportions of employees engaged 
in the respective industries differ from State to State. As a result there are 
relatively wide differences between the weighted average amounts of margins and loadings 
in. the several States. 


10. The wage rates shown in the tables in this section should not be regarded 4s 
actual current averages, but as indexes expressed in money terms, indicative of trends. 
Neither the wage rates nor the corresponding index numbers measure the relative level 
of minimum wages as between States. 


Tite Minimum weekly wage rates for adult males should not be compared with average 
weekly earnings per employed male unit, shown in Section III, because the latter include 
not only the earnings of adult wage-earners but also those of all salaried employees, 
junior wage-earners and part-time and casual employees. 


12. Wage rates and index numbers for adult males are available as at the end of 
each quarter from March, 1939 to December, 1956 and as at the end of each month from 
January, 1957. Particulars for adult females are compiled quarterly and are available. 
from March, 1951. For details of wage rates and index numbers from 1939 reference 
should be made to the following Statistical Bulietins:- 


S.B. 123 - Minimum Weekly Wage Rates, 1939 to 1959. 
S.B. 31 = Minimum Wage Rates, January, 1960 to June, 1963. 

Figures subsequent to June, 1963 will be found in the monthly bulletins, 
Wage Rates and Earnings, commencing with the June, 1965 issue. 


13. In some cases, when awards, etc. are varied, the new wage rates are made 
retrospective. _Also there is generally an unavoidable, and sometimes considerable, 
delay in the receipt of notification of changes in margins and loadings in respect of 
the occupations included in the index. Such retrospective, etc. effects on figures 
already published for recent months are generally incorporated in revisions made at the 
time of publication of detailed special Statistical Bulletins (see paragraph 12) 
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TABLE 1. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a) 


INDUSTRY GROUPS 31ST JULY, 1965 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 


RATES OF WAGE 








Industry Group 


Geos Boe el) Bsa! Cece Gol Be utd. 





Mining and Quarrying (b) 519 21397 8| 507 71385 7 1423 7 485 2 
Manufacturing - 
; Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, | 
ete o BSE SSIES AIT sal Sere Beli Sige 3 1/ 895-05 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 387 §=©8 1385 61387 51371 71386 10 5} 385 7 
Food, Drink and Tobacco . 395 11409 3/403 1/378 14395 7 51 399 8 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 400 01384 3/387 #£«®401/386- 34382 1 O|} 390 4 
Paper, Printing, etc. 423 71435 10]/450 101/417 81451 2 3} 429 4 
Other Manufacturing SS OSE GV PBIB SAO) pistes esi sisioy as: 11 394 1 
All Manufacturing Groups 396 11396 31405 114390 24393 5 3} 396 6 
Building and Construction 410 10/428 51396 91398 11397 9 3, 410° 4 
Railway Services 407 213 Oneal 41 ee Ooo 31383 863 2) 394 10 
Road and Air Transport 415 91395 61374 6) 381 51396007 6} 399 10 
Shipping and Stevedoring 396 §=6©11397 = 2} 392 «101392 111389 7 1) 394 7 
Communication 466 111462 9/460 5/460 4/461 2 OQ} 463 8 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 401 71404 9} 407 91390 04395 5 QO} 404 10 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and | 
Community and Business Services | 408 3/398 4/398 10/382 2/383 8 i ae 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. Shs SES ia) MEME (OP Sil s SEAS 7 (liak She's) 8 
All Industry Groups (c) 408 0O}401 8/409 11/392 14297 3 404 1 


PLE ESE BET TS TIE 


INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 


Mining and Quarrying (b) 
Manufacturing ~ 
Kngineering, Metals, Vehicles, 


TAGS Ole 144 Ole tif tac 


ete. 140.1 144.8 T2040 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 1377.05 Clan d SG. 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 140.1; 138.2} 141.5 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 13563} 137.0} 138.2 
Paper, Printing, etc. 159.8} 141.4) 152.0 
Other Manufacturing 13665} 138.8) 139.5 
All Manufacturing Groups 139.3} 140.6 140.4 
Building and Construction 140.8) 143.1) 145.2 
Railway Services 13511 a 13080) 13080 


140.4 138.6 141.6 
137.9 138.5] 139.7 
16303] 162.2] 16401 
140.0: 143.0 142.3 


Road and Air Transport 

Shipping and Stevedoring 

Communication 

Wholesale and Retail Trade 

Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 

Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc, 

All Industry Groups (c) 


Heya) ole 149.3) 141.5 


134.0 134. 135-7 
TAO Come dA cit} mua oredt 





(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) For mining, the wage rates include lead bonuses, ete. 


(c) Excludes rural. 
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TABLE 2. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALS, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, BO as Ne etc., and index numbers of wage EN 





End of =  x.s.W. | ec. a [wae | Tas. Aust. 
RATES OF : WAGE 
| s. d.| os. d.| & de| 8 de s- d.| s. ad. 
December - 
1939 100 1 | 97 1 {| 99 5 | 94 1 6 | 92 2] 98 4 
1945 122 6 nb ee | jhikey 3! 116 O 4 115 7 120 7 
1950 206 2 201 9 195 2 Sion tf 198 9O 202 O 
1955 305 3 | 295 7 | 283 6 | 285 O lnicega3un (neg) mo 
1959 350 3 | 344 2 | 334 4 | 339 11 9 | 347 1 | 344 8 
1960 362 10 349 11 350 8 342 2 1 351 6 355.0 
1961 373 5 | 362 2 | 359 10 | 354 7 9 | 362 8 | 365 9 
1962 fo aes, 363 8 er 8 | 356 6 8 364 9 366 7 
1963 382 9 | 372 +O 70 0 | 364 O Ouayee torsion 
1964 - July 400 6 | 393 6 | 386 11 Syeisys 4 | Siehoy 8} 393 10 
August 400 8 393 11 386 11 385 4 4 SI )a)e ers! 394 0O 
September 400 10 | 393 11 | 386 411 | 385 4 O | 395 6 | 394 4 
October 401 7 | 394 4 | 387 2 | 386 2 1 395 11 BoD 
November 401 10 | 394 5 | 387 3 285 4 2 396 6 |} 395 3 
December 402 4 | 394 7 | 392 1 | 386 8 3 1396 7 | 396 3 
1965 = January 402 9 | 394 9 | 396 5 | 386 10 4 | 396 9 | 397 O 
February 402 10 | 394 10 | 396 5 | 386 11 4 | 396 9 |} 397 1 
March 402 8 | 395 7 | 406 O | 387 4 141 | 397 3 | 398 8 
April AOS 396 74 406 5 386 O 5 397 3 399 8 
May A404 4 396 2 407 4 388 O 8 Selma, 399 10 
June 404 0 396 2 408 6 387 11 10 397 9 400 O 
July 40s 0 | 401 8 | 409 11 | 392 1 3 | 401 5 | 404 1 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australie, 1954 = 100) 
December - | 
1939 3564 34.4 Boe 53565 35.6 32.6 34.8 
1945 43.4 42.9 41.8 A1.1 42.6 40.9 A2.7 
1950 (Re alte 69.1 71061 Tao 10a 1125 
1955 108.1 NO aed 100.4 100.9 106.3 104.0 105.2 
1959 124.0 121-9 iakelse.t 12004 t20 es 122.9 122.0 
1960 128.5 123.9 V2hce V2twe 126.8 aac 25.7 
1961 132.2 128.2 i pray hose: 125.6 128.8 VeOe4 129.5 
1962 13225 720 46 TAM licbec 1295 129 6c | 129.8 
1963 13550 emo Toe (28.9 is2e8 132.0 13320 
1964 - July 141.8 (ehe)os 137.0 136.4 134.9 |} 140.0 139.4 
August 1479 139.5 Shige jsond 135.50 440.0 139. y 
September 141.9 139.5 13720 136.4 136.3 140.0 139.6 
October 142.2 139i.0 13 fet 131601 13704 140.2 139.9 
November 14223 139.7 Teen 136.8 137-4 | 140.4 (ACO 
December 14255 139.07 138.8 136.9 ONESS) 140.4 140.3 
1965 - January 142.6 1396 140.4 (SW | lie 140.5 140.6 
February 142.6 139.8 140.4 13720 i) Shoes, 140.5 140.6 
March 142.6 12 Orn (A329 elon | ho Miad! AO er, Tales 
April 143750 AOR obs) aes Uae iT aheisiny, TAO. NAT 
May 14301 140.3 | 144-2 pei! 139.0 | 140.8 | 141.6 
June 143.0 140.3 144.6 1B 13901 140.8 Sark 141.6 
July 144.5 Ae ae 145.1 | 138.8 140.6 | 142.1 14301 


(a) Excludes rural. 





See paragraph 10, page 4. 
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o «= MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES s: ADULT MALES (a 


COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE, 31ST JULY, 1965 





Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work 
(excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements. 











Commonwealth Awards, etc. 














NOTE . 












State Awards, etc. 





















































- For footnotes see Table 3 above, 








All Awards, etc. 







State | Basic | _, | Basic | | ' | 
Load-j| Total Load-j Total| Basic Loade | Total 
s. d.| s. de! d.| s. dis. dls. del s s. d| s. dls. d.| s. a 
N.S.W. | OY 84 41407 71314 3] 85 4 5 |408 0 
Vic. 8j307 3] 87 8 91401 8 
Qld. 3 BISON moO one 409 11 
SaAe cas 31303 995] S30 613924 
W.Ao 5 1B Mem Ci) Gi We 4}397 3 
Taso Po (Be SIRS” 7 17401 5 
Aust. | 5 1] 84 14310 7] 86 4 2 {404 1 
| ‘2 Excludes rural, See paragraph 10, page 4. For definitions see paragraph 8, page 4. 
(b) The basic wage rates shown are weighted averages, and therefore differ from the 
metropolitan rates shown in Tables 11 and 12. See explanation on page 4. 
TABLE 4. ~ MINIMUM WERKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES AUSTRALIA (a) 
COMPONENTS OF TOTAL WAGE RATE 
Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's wdark 
(excluding overtime), as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements, 
Commonwealth Awards, ets. State Awards, etc. All Awards, etc. 
End : : om ; Bicic = eee ; = 
of - Load-!| Total Wa mt Marein| L0#d-|Total | Oey Load-| Total 
ing | Wage at &-! ing | Wage "8:9 ing | Wage 
So Gi) 9 6 eles So Gis So So a. | fale 8. do So a; Bo an 
December - | 
1939 | 3}0 4 | 9F O; 81 11 0 17 3}0 5; 98 4 
1945 4;4 1 4120 &| 98 1 2 VS eas i izOe 7 
1950 813 117 [201 9/161 8 5 35) 640971 202 50 
1955 812 4 1294 0/244 8 5 iol 73 7 ;e97T © 
1959 2 21}3 0 1349 4/275 8 4 8 64 5/3 10 |344 8 
1960 2 113 2 {351 51285 2 5 3 10 69 314 21355 0 
1961 9 813 6 1363 11/293 5 1115 3 7 69 1014 5 1365 9 
1962 { 3}4 14 1364 111293 4 5 11 A 3}70 415 O |366 7 
1963 0 1114 7 1373 4]295 oO 1016 10 3 | 4177 615 8 |375 6 
1964 - July 2 115 1 1394 2/308 3 7 8 5/308 9/78 9|6 4 {393 10 
Aug. 2 | O15 3 [394 5/308 4 ( 61/308 9178 9/6 6 1394 O 
Sept 4309 2 O15 3 {394 5/308 10 7 10 | 3}309 1;78 9|6 6 4394 4 
Oct. 2 115 4 1395 1/309 3 8 2 | I ELOES Snafe) es ley eich see 15 yas 
Nov. 2 | 815 4 1395 2)309 3 8 5 51309 3179 3/6 9 |395 3 
Dec. 2 19/5 4 1395 4}310 8 8 8 21309 11179 5/611 {396 3 
1965 - Jan. | 2 Pay Ss I EIS)Sy A) SO) a! Jas 508 10 BOOM aol A4alt een oO LO 
Feb. 2 1D) 5395 43108 2 Oo ee OOO Il aaa me toon mad 
Mar. 2 A 4 395 10/317 4 Dee 401 47 1310 318i) 357 2) 1396.8 
Aprilj309 2 115 4 1396 71311 9 9 A {402 114310 5/82 O17 3 1399 8 
May }309 2 115 4 1396 7)311 10) 19 5 {403 41/310 5182 11/7 4 1399 10 
June 1309 2 3}5 4 [396 9/311 10 ae ets Os © eo loan ai ae ACO EO 
July }309 2 (ioe ce alee Silks ao 9 1 1406 1/310 7/86 4|7 2 {404 4 


Bo 
TABLE 5. = MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES s ADULT MALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31ST JULY, 1965 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 











Industry Group 





Mining and Quarrying (b) 119.31] 152.28] 115.67 | 130.93] 122.00] 147.34 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, 1 
Vehicles, etc. 117 94 1OARAGH Tt yeotl 1 eso | ice 700 fr 1to.0e 
Textiles, Clothing and : 3 : 
Footwear 115-65] 116.23] 111.48] 116.05] 113.23 Ha ponlese. 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 122 Fite eee let oe4o ite sO lo) Tete 41 oor, 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 115.28] 116.10] 115.88] 114.62! 116.06; 117.09 
Paper, Printing, etc. 130.93} 135.24) 125.31! 138.08! 119.78] 128.96 . 
Other Manufacturing ATO 1 1Gcl4 116. (4 lps sole 111613 118.28 
All Manufacturing Groups 118.90} 121.78] 117.10) 118.09) 119.18] 118.99 
Building and Construction 1128.51| | M1Ge 4S le tAgeoo bie ecole eo.05 
Railway Services 1111-20} 125.23] 114.38] 114.98] 118.24 118.47 
Road and Air Transport 1118.64 112.35) 114.42) 118.98) 117-45) 119.95 
Communication FISS.Ss wi s6e1S it 159e091 150.5416 150601 leg see 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 121.444 122.34] 117.00} 118.62; 121.20 120255 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and : | | 
Community and Business Services 7 [122.78 124.10] 116.88| 116.32) 128.44) 122.18 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 7 
Service, etc. 142.6 Sey) ale ey ale Sis Sf e alas yl 114.98 
All Industry Groups (ec) el ecO moc 2s 24 led fed ein ome Oe | 121.43 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
Mining and Quarrying (b) 186.2 | 140.5 179-4] 136.2] 154.2 1i3e0 
Manufacturing - | 3 | 
Engineering, Metals, | | 
Vehicles, ets. | 138.9 | 138.0 146.6] 138.8} 139.8 139.7 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 137.0 | 136.2} 136.9] 131.3] 136.7 136.3 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 139.8 | 144.4 142.4] 133.6) 139.8 141.3 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. TAton eS Deco OcG ae 156.5 med oo eo 13709 
Paper, Printing, eta. 149-7 | 154.2) 159.3] 147-6) 162.6 1519 
Other Manufacturing VLOGS 139.0 139.1 13705} 135.9 oleic d| 
All Manufacturing Groups 140.0 | 140.Q 143.4} 137-9, 13961 140.2 
Building and Construction WAS. 2 tote 4 1 40ee 140.7} 140.6 144.9 
Railway Services {ATC 1 ole Oe 147651 aot e 13564 Teen 
Road and Air Transport 141659 | 0139700 13263 1) 104.8). 140.4 141.3 
Communication 165.0 | 163.5 162.7) 164.3] 162.9 TAO 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 141.9 143.G 144.1 Ni oO pe loge (| 142.0 
Public Authority (n.e.is) and : | | : ‘ 
Community and Business Services VATA daa Gd Ace Ol 1S) 611 131 60 143.9 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal | 
Service, etc. VO Aero ee mento ed Tame onl ent 135-6 13564 
All Industry Groups (c) VAS tela es ea Gs ala a) chelay el aiulo)sts! 143.0 








(a) See paragraph 19, page 4. 





(») For mining, + 


v 





(c) Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. 


Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite particulars for the computation 
of hourly wage rates are not available. 


he 





wage rates include lead bonuses, etc. 


The former is not included in the 
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TABLE 6. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 





End of < 

















December = 






















1939 21.48 26.44 27.49 | EM BAS 25.14 26.91 
1945 33.64 | 33.05 | 32.63 32.83 | 31.71 33.05 
1950 61.96 | 60.58 58.60 60.35 59.42 60.70 
1955 91.89 |} 88.87 85.22 ' 90.50 88.45 89. 36 
1959 105.26 | 103.35 | 100.35 102.56 | 104.38 103.55 
1960 109.09 {105.08 | 105.35 1107.87 |105.70] 106.71 
1961 112.29 | 108.76 | 108.05 109.53 | 109.03 109.91 
1962 112.34 | 109.21 | 108,00 UC SrlOrm fat 110.16 
1963 el SO talecey len|edaledeesiia 112.91 |112.08} 112.81 
1964 » July 120.38 | 118.16 | 116.13 114.64 | 178.84] 118.29 
August 120R AG tee esr oe 6 Vidfe 1116.64 i Kelr oy 
September 120.50 |] 118.29 | 116.16 1115.84 | 118.91 116.49 
October j2Oe7 ss oedlieidoses MiGet/ 1) dt oeod 11iBef2 
November 420.80 | 118.44 | 116.26 116.02 | 1195e41) 116.77. 
December 120.92 | 118.49 | 117.76 116.85 1119.24] 119.04 
1965 - January HedwOosls Ileeosel iti oda 11685 14196321 41989 
February 1242 1Olet tes oO. ltt ocd 116.85 | 119.32] 119.32 
March 121.05 | 118.79 | 122.06 117005 {119.47} 119.80 
April Ate Ase eee 4s Ieee enc alsiogeh | alahela seh afeeA ae 
May 421.48 | 118.96 | 122.44 418.19 | 119.62! 120.17 
June 121.45 | 118.99 | 122.81 ‘Cee oul OeootmeiaOnee 
July ee Coto eet dear ed 1749256 141120. 74 (esos 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
December = 
1939 3204 31.1 Baad. 30.0 32.0 29.6 Chine 
1945 39.6 38.9 38.4 3724 38.7 3723 38.9 
1950 730 71.4 69.0 70.0 71.61 70.0 Taleo 
~ 1955 108.2 |104.7 |100.4 |100.9 |106.6 {104.2 105.3 
1959 T24, Oe wf lioee eeu | 20. Gm teacg 122.0 
1960 nfo 5 123.8 124.1 121.0 [127.1 1124.5 een 
1961 132-3 128.1 127.3 rasyayl 129.0 128.4 129.5 
1962 (come CrOmel ale (ecamialic Octlmenl lio fam) egae 129.8 
1963 Soo ll sal oteee ei HON MN ayeisia (Tales) | alsa’ 1259 
1964 - July VAS tease BOO ose ooo al aa0n0 139.3 
August Ade Gia 1 oO sumed Ont Os melee an aa OW ee )5e 
September 1449 | 139s 5 1S Oce 9 130s 5 1oOe40 140 64 139.6 
October 142 ee 489.5 1 3069) | 13080 hay 65 1 140n2 139.8 
November WAQF Fel OR Sel Oe o ml 1 Oso a7 ome 14054 139.9 
December Aa Anenlb ASO oO elt 1S Gre Feel iors Gea] tot eOn wnat a Oe 140.2 
1965 - January | 142.6 | 139.6 | 740.3 1136.8 | 137-6 | 740.5 14055 
February 14268 1 139.0 1 140.51) 136.6 8415760) 140.5 HAOns 
March AZT Col 139-9 wer PASO dt oeO wll to feo et 1AOc7 Ast es 
April 12350 01 120.4 143.9 1137-2 {139.1 {140.9 ge; 
May HASe alae T4aAce eee 139.2 140.9 141.5 
June 143.1 140.2 TAA siete 139.3 1140.9 141.6 
July VAde Opel acon 145.1 138.7 VAOCO el 142 .e TAS SO 


The 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. 
former is not included in the Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite 
particulars for the computation of hourly wage rates are not available. 


10. 
TABLE 7. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES (a) 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 30TH JUNE, 1965 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, STAB RAC etc., and index numbers of wage rates. 


must 


RATES OF WAGE 









Industry Group 












d. 8. d. 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 7 2310S 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 270 6 268 5 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 4 276 11 
Other Manufacturing 0 219 3 
All Manufacturing Groups A | Zi Ae 
Transport and Communication 0 308 2 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 5 eo et 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 4 hs ee) 
Amusement, Hotels,Personal Service, eto,| 2 | FATES S 
All Industry Groups (b) 6 285 0 
INDEX NUMBERS 
Base : Weighted Average Weekl wae e Rate Australia, | 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 12554 ) 4136.4 VAs 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear PaaS) MP4 SSO 134.8 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 146.2 Te2o7e 139 61 
Other Manufacturing 443.1 | 13704 140.3 
All Manufacturing Groups TAOm eee ae Tien 
Transport and Communication Tes olen 154.8 
Wholesale and Retail Trade POS edn) Wad 149.2 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 15904 | 14667 150.6 
Amusement, Hotels,Personal Service,etc.| 142.5 | 135./ ieee 
All Industry Groups (b) TAfeAl Vag eo 143.1 


3 mining and quarrying; and building 


| 


a) See paragraph 10, page 4. b) Excludes rura 


and construction. 


TABLE 8. = MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 
Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable ee a full week's work (excluding over- 


, aS prescribed in awards, determinations; CLIEY and index numbers 22s wage rates. 









Aust. 
RATES OF WAGE | 

Bo ad. 8 o a. a Seo de 

December - 1951 172 41172 2 3 170 4 
1959 249 31,241 3 2 242 2 

1960 261 31246 7 242 11 25 e 

1961 269 214256 7) 0 261 2 

1962 269 mee codes | 4 261ane 

1963 276 14260 9 2 266 11 

1964 - September 292 01276 5 44 1282 7 
December 292 24276 7 8 alo) 5) Ea 

1965 - March 292 T1276 9 283 No 
June 293 64278 3 285 0 


INDEX NUMBERS 


sss Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, — 


December - 1951 86.5 | 81.0 85.5 





B5.6 





139 N24 2 Tt 5 ede ot 120.4 121.6 

1960 123.9 1120.2 1122.0 2604 

1961 128.9 1128.3 |126.6 13462 

1962 128.9 128.5 ora | 131.4 

1963 730 O Pitot ese ace | 13461 

1964 - September 138.8 1139.7 |136.6 144 9 
December 1438.9 141.4 137.0 Wade 8 

1965 = March Tao Ommae Gam aie 442.5 
June 1392.8 Hasse hewerde: WAS 


Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building and 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. 
construction. 








11. 


TABLE 9. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES (a) 
a EE SE a ee 


INDUSTRY GROUPS 3OTH JUNE, 1965 ; 
Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates 


: Sa. ust. 


Industry Group | 
RATES OF is: (Fence) 
















Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. ice Voth 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 020] 80.76] 81.60 80.57 
Food, Drink and Tobacco ines (TGs oe } 18644 Sey Oly/ 
Other Manufacturing 86.28 | 80.21 | 81.41 84,03 
All Manufacturing Groups 83.09 | 80.10] 80.87 82,34 
Transport and Communication 98.92 | 95.31 | 97.26 97.54 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 87.43] 84.28] 84.14 89.53 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services 87.34| 86,09 92,42 
Amusement,Hotels,Personal Service,etc. 81.87 77.47 
All Industry Groups 36 82, 63 





INDEX NUMBERS 


(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 





Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, ete, 140d ese so) 1d olatdis alleys! 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 134 eo aed 1135 129.7| 133.8 
Food, Drink and Tobacco Got eeodal| 130.0} 138.0 
Other Manufacturing 1S bie lero ne ahs SECA I SALE 
All Manufacturing Groups 138.0] 133.0] 134.3] 130.5 136.8 
Transport and Communication 1645S eobesa Dellums Oro el Oano 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 145.24 140.0 | 139. 137.44 148.7 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services TAs a ono 161. 153.5 
Amusement ,Hotels,Personal Service, etc. 136.0 12607 | 1 | 134.8 139.3 
All rdcetry eer (b) 14301 | 137.2 | - 137.44 143.2 
(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. (b) Excludes rural; mining and quarrying; and building 


and construction. 


TABLE 10. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES ;: ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


nd oF - 


RATES OF WAGE (Pence) 
















December - 1951 52.30 51.90 48.72 51.37 50.23 51.51 
1959 75.66 ote. 69.42 (Eee, 71.06 73.26 

1960 19-31 14.33 12.34 13-30 12.45 76.13 

1961 eee Strait 77.34 ees 76.04 | 75.30 79-00 

1962 81.68 leon GAL Ee 76.14 {55 5\5 79.10 

1963 83,84 78.60 79.09 76.99 76.33 80.74 

1964 - September 88.64 Se Ask 84.08 82.05 814,83 85.48 
December 88,69 83.37 85.09 62527 81.83 85.68 

1965 = March 88.82 83.42 85.79 82.35 82,29 85.81 
June — 89.10 83.87 86.17 82.63 82,70 86.20 





INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base 8s Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 





December - 1951 86.9 
1959 Used | 

1960 US 7 

1961 13567 

1962 DIST 

1963 13952 

1964 - September 147 02 
December VATS 

1965 = March Way aS 

| June > 148.0 


(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural; mining and Haney ines and building and 


construction. 


eee 
II. BASIC WAGE RATES 


Basic wage rates are determined by Commonwealth or State industrial 
authorities. The basic wage is that part of the minimum wage to which are added 
margins for skill, etc. and loadings. It is determined without regard to any 
circumstance pertaining to the occupation or industry of an employee. 


For further information reference should be made to the Labour 
Report, in which the history of basic wage fixation in Australia is dealt with 
at some length. For tables showing Commonwealth and State basic wage rates 
out a long period of years see the Appendix to Labour Report No. 59, 1962 and 
1963.6 


COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES 


The Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission may, for 
the purpose of preventing or settling an industrial dispute extending beyond 
the limits of any State, make an order or award altering the basic wage or the 
principles upon which it is computed. In practice, the Commission holds general 
basic wage inquiries from time to time and its findings apply to industrial 
awards within its jurisdiction. Since December, 1950 the basic wage for adult 
females has been 75 per cent. of the adult male rate. 


TABLE 11, -— COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES 





ADULT MALES 
de e de ° 8. ° 
1951 - November 200 
1952 - November me 
1953 - August (b) 236 


1956 - June (c) 
1957 - 15th nav bed 
1958 - 21st. May 

1959 - 11th June(c ) 
1961 - 7th July(c 
1964 - 19th June(c) 


oe ee ei ekeeok ome”) 
O'O OO CO oo Oo 
Oo OQ © OC oO O20 C0 a: 
OO1O OOO. O-@ 
OO GC .@ 2 0 Co O72: 
OOOCOOCO0O000 Ff 

ae) 

wm 

Or 
O20-O OO OOO Cae: 


308 





de d de d. d. S, de 
1951 - November 0 0 6 0 6 O} 150 O 
1952 - November 6 0 0 6 O 6/ 173 0O 
1953 ~ August (b) 0 O 6 O 0 61 177 0 
1956 - June (c) 6 6 0 6 6 O{ 184 6 
1957 =- 15th nav te O 0 6 0 Q 61 192 0 
1958 - 21st May(c 0 0 0 0 6 0 195 6 
1959 - 11th June(c @) 0 6 O 0 61 207 0O 
1961 - 7th July(c 0 0 6 0 0 6 216 O 
1964 - 19th June(c 0 0 6 0 8) 6, 231 O 





(a) Rates are operative from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing in the 
month shown or commencing on or after the date shown. (b) Automatic quarterly adjust- 
ment in accordance with variations in retail price index numbers discontinued. 

(c) Rates declared subsequent to an inquiry. 











13. 
SLATE BASIC WAGES 


In New South Wales automatic quarterly adjustments to the basic wage were 
discontinued following legislation passed in October, 1964 and Commonwealth basic 
wage rates were adopted retrospective to 19th Jume, 1964, State basic wages are not 
declared in Victoria and Tasmania, but Wages Boards, which determine minimum rates to be 
paid in various industry groups or callings, now generally adopt Commonwealth rates. In 
Queensland the industrial authority may declare a basic wage only after an inquiry. 
In South Australia the rates have been the same as Commonwealth rates since 1950. The 
industrial authority in Western Australia determines the basic wage each quarter after 
considering retail price index numbers. In all States, since May, 1961 the basic wage 
for adult females has been 75 per cent. of the adult male rate. The rates for the 
capital cities in each State are shown in Table 12. 


TABLE 12. - STATE BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES 


Adult 
Females 
Bo deo 


NEW SOUTH WALES BASIC WAGE - SYDNEY RATES 
















Adult 
Females 
Bo Go _ 









Date Operative (a) 

























1953 - August (d) O 182 1963 =- February 301 O 226 O 
1955 - November (c) 0 May 302 O 2926 6 
1956 ~ November 0 August BOG NO 227 6 
1957 - November 0 November 303 O 227 6 
1958 - November 0 1964 - February 303 O 227 6 
1959 ~ November 0 May BOS mo 229 O 
1960 - November 0 19th June (f)| 315 O 236 0 
1961 - November O 

1962 - November 0 


VICTORIAN BASIC WAGE - MELBOURNE RATES 





















1953 - November 2370 177. 6 1959 ~ June (a 206 0 
1954 - November 234 0 175 6 1961 - July (4d) 215 0 
1955 - November 246 0 184 6 | 1964 = June (4) 23000 
1956 - August (b) 263 0 197 O 
QUEENSLAND BASIC WAGE = BRISBANE RATES 

1953 - 2nd November | 222 0O 149 O 1961 - 30th January 280 O 194 90 
1954 - 1st February 225 0 151 0 1st May (e) 280 0 210 O 
1955 - 24th October 229 0 154 0 | 29th May (e) 284 0 213000 
1956 - 29th October 241 0 162 6 1963 - 6th May (e) 286 0 214 6 
1957 - 29th July 241 0 162 6 1964 - 13th July (e)| 300 oO 225 0 
1958 ~ 27th October 256 0 173 6 7th December(e}} 306 © 229 6 
1959 - 26th October 267 O 182 0 1965 - 29th March (e)} 309 O 230000 
1960 - 31st October 276 O 191 0 20th Sept. (e)} 314 O 235 6 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE - ADELAIDE RATES 
NOTE: Sinee February, 1950 these rates have been the same as the Commonwealth basis 
wage rates for Adelaide (see previous table). 








WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE ~ METROPOLITAN RATES 















1953 = 27th July 246 6 160 3 1961 = 31st July 6 225. 5 
1955 - 9th Auguat 252 5 164 4 30th October 298 9 224 4 
1956 - 29th October 265 2 172 A 1963 - 22nd April 300 3 225 2 
1957 - 28th October 272 9 Nps 38 29th July 301 6 226 4 
1958 - 27th October 273, 5 Wife ee 1964 - 27th April | 304 2 228 2 
1959 - 26th October 281 6 183 0 22nd Sept. (e)} 308 O 231 0 
1960 ~- 2dth October 294 7 22011 26th October Sliaeee 235» 
1961 - 30th October 298 9 224 14 1965 = 26th April 314 8 236 0 
et 26th July —_—'|_-3147 10 238 5 

TASMANIAN BASIC WAGE - HOBART RATES 
1956 - February (co) 259 0 | 194 3 1959 - July (a 282 O 211 6 
May 268 O 201 0 196 eee dnaaey (a) 294 0 220 6 
6 


August (b) Cem 0 204 O 1964 - June (d) 314 0 235 


(a) See (a) to Table 11. (b) See (b) to Table 11, (c) Automatic adjustments re- 
introduced. (d) Commonwealth basic wage rates adopted by most wages boards in the 
months shown. (e) Rates declared subsequent to an inquiry. (f) Commonwealth rates 
adopted - see above, 


14. 


III. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


The figures in this section are derived from particulars of employment and 
of wages and salaries recorded on Pay-roll Tax returns, from other direct collections 
and from estimates of the unrecorded balance. Pay of members of the defence forces 
is not included. 


Particulars of wages and salaries paid are not available for males and 
females separately from the sources mentioned above; average weekly earnings have 
therefore been calculated in terms of male units. Male units represent total male 
employment plus a proportion of female employment based on the approximate ratio of 
female to male earnings. As it was not possible to estimate the ratio of male to 
female earnings in the several States the same ratio has been used in each State. 
Because the astual ratio may vary between States precise comparisons between average 
warnings in different States cannot be made on the basis of the figures shown. 


For a number of reasons average weekly earnings per employed male unit 
cannot be compared with the minimum weekly wage rates shown in Tables 1 - 4. The 
figures in Tables 1 - 4 are weighted average minimum (award) rates payable to adult 
male wage earners in non-rural industry for a full week's work, at the end of each 
month or year. Those in Table 13 represent actual average weekly earnings for all 
wage earners and salaried employees (whether adult or junior, full-time or part-time, 
casual, etc.) and are quarterly or annual averages. 


TABLE 13. = AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a) 


(€) 




















































1954-55 17.69 nao be, 16.89 Gee 16.60 Wiel 1 
1955-56 18.97. 16.48 | 17.93] 16.94 | 17-79| 18.34 
1956-57 19.95 Aiea 18.34 renal TLOsOo 19.21 
1957-58 20.48 17.86 18.84 Toe 19.44 19.73 
1958-59 21.14 18.62 19.29 18. 31 19.62 20. 34 
1959-60 22.83 19.71 20.91 19.61 | 20.96 21.93 
1960-61 24.06 20.79 21.68 ZO 21.66 22298 
1961-62 2hied> 21.61 PLEXES | AAS 22.64 23.62 
1962-63 25-206 2250 22.89 22 Ne eeeeego 24.22 
4963-64 26.29 23034 24,05 23.59 24,28 Paw lg 
1964-65 28,28 Dg yofal 25,86 24,602 PRS (4 Po EAA PAS: 
4963 - March Quarter 23,86 2A 20.92 PERG 21.28 22726 PLS PAG, 
June " 25014 2509 22,38 2300 Lyd G8, 2A eS) 24.83 
September © 25655 \hae oi Peat (af Aes pees O mee orc 4 24.65 
December PL AES, Zils 24.48 Zee: Eye 4 Ebag yea Wad 26.85 
1964 - March " 2 22.18 PNP 
June : 26 23.91 26.02 
September " 2 24,69 26.12 
Decembex ? 29,26 | 26.23 28.42 
1965 - March " 26.94 20> 
June " Zelnd Paya eyy 


ate ee 


(a) Includes, in addition to wages at award rates, earnings of salaried employees, over- 
time earnings, over-award and bonus payments, payments made in advance or retrospective- 
ly during the periods specified, etc. See explanatory notes above. (bd) Includes the 
Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes the Northern Territory. 


NOTEs= Quarterly figures are affected by seasonal influences. 
Comparisons as to trends are generaily best made by relating complete years or 


L 
corresponding periods of incomplete years.. However, from December quarter, 
ers of earlier years are affected by 
s) 


ear 
1963, comparisons with correspending quart 
additional prepayments arising from extensions of annuai leave from two to 
three weeks. 


Seasonally adjusted indexes of average earnings are shown in Table 14. 





All : All 
Period Industries | Period fina tries aa” ale 
b b 

1954=55 105.1 106.9 March Qtr. 125.4 
1955-56 izes 113.6 June " 126.8 
1956—57 117.1 Ades Sept. " 134.8 
1957-58 120.8 122.0 Dec. Nee 7 
1958-59 12455 12500 March 13765 
1959-60 134.3 135.4 June SIGS: 
1960-61 140.6 14101 Sept. 140.2 
1961-62 444.7 143.4 Dec » 141.7 
1962-63 148.3 Taste March 442.4 
1963-64 15507 154.8 June 140,2 
1964-65 167 64 16607 Sept. 140.9 
Dec. 142.8 

1955 - March Qtr. (hela. 107.1 
June '" 108.8 110.6 March 144.4 
Sept. " 109.9 111.9 June 145.4 
Dec. v 1107 W1Sise Sept. 146.4 
1956 - March " 113.8 114.3 Deo. 146.3 
June " 114.9 HISISH March 149.3 
Sept. " 11565 116.6 June 148.8 
Dec « . 117.0 117.8 Sept. iota: 
1957 - March " 118.9 118.5 wees IO 
June e 119.2 AeOne March SHEA, 
Sept. " 119.2 119.8 June 157.9 
Dec. Wy 120.9 \i2eioa Sept. 165.0 
1958 ~ March ™ N2iee 122,3 eo 163.7 
June " 121.9 123.6 March 168.0 
Sept. " 42562 12AG2 June WO 

Dec, _" 125.2 126.0 


TABLE 1 


o ~ INDEXES OF AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (a 


Ue 


g AUSTRALIA 


(Base of each Index : Year 1953-54 = 100) 
Seasonally Adjusted 











(a) See explanatory notes on previous page. 
unit. Based on Pay-roll Tax returns and other data. (c) The index for manufacturing 
industries for the years 1954-55 to 1963-64 is based on the average earnings of male 
wage and salary earners employed in factories as disclosed by annual Factory Censuses. 
The figures for periods subsequent to June, 1964 are interim estimates based on Pay- 
roll Tax returns and are subject to revision when the Factory Census for 1964-65 is 
tabulated. 

NOTEs:~- The index numbers for "All Industries" and "Manufacturing" show the movement in 
average earnings for each group over a period of time. However, they do not 
give, at any point of time, a comparison of actual earnings in the two groups. 


K. M. ARCHER 
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 


CANBERRA, A.C.T. 24TH NOVEMBER, 1965. 
NOTEs:- Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 


41971, Extension 7 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of the 
Bureau of Census and Statistics, 





